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CALIFORNIA FISH PASSAGE FORUM 
The mission of the Fish Passage Forum is to protect and restore listed anadromous 

salmonid species, and other aquatic organisms, in California by promoting 
collaboration among public and private sectors for fish passage improvement projects 

and programs. 



Table of Contents 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .................................................................................................................................................... 1 

ON-THE-GROUND RESTORATION .............................................................................................................................. 2 

SCIENCE AND DATA ........................................................................................................................................................ 3 

FINANCES ......................................................................................................................................................................... 5 

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION ..................................................................................................................................... 6 

FORUM ADMINISTRATION .......................................................................................................................................... 7 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover photo: Branciforte creek dam, before and after.  Photo credit. Santa Cruz RCD. 
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On-the-Ground Restoration 

DEVELOP CRITERIA AND POTENTIAL PROJECT LIST FOR FY 14 NFHP FUNDING 
The Forum solicited project proposals to fund projects in 2014, 
and funded six projects—Pinole Creek Fish Passage Project, 
Carpinteria Creek Fish Passage Project, Salt River Ecosystem 
Restoration Project, Sharber-Peckham, Dinner Creek, and Kelly 
Gulch. In addition, in October of 2014, the Forum released a 
project solicitation for 2015 NFHP funds. 

 

 

   

 

Top right photo: The Pinole Creek 
Fish Passage Project restored access 
to the upper reaches of Pinole Creek 
for Central California Coast 
steelhead trout by modifying box 
culverts. This project improved 
access to nearly 7 miles of quality 
steelhead trout spawning and 
rearing habitat.   
Graphic to the left: The 
Carpinteria Creek Project addresses 
the last major barrier to steelhead 
trout migration in the Carpinteria 
Creek watershed. Removing the 
undersized bridge and culvert 
opens up at least 1.27 miles of 
habitat. 
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http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---pinole-creek-fish-passage-project
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---carpinteria-creek-fish-passage
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---salt-river-ecosystem-restoration-project
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---salt-river-ecosystem-restoration-project
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---sharber-peckham
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---dinner-creek
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---kelly-gulch
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---kelly-gulch


Science and Data  

CLIMATE CHANGE 
The Forum compiled information on fish passage barriers and climate changed and produced a report titled, 
“Optimizing Fish Passage Barrier Removal in California While Considering Climate Change Effects.” 

FISH PASSAGE OPTIMIZATION TOOL 
Significant headway was made in the development of the decision support tool to optimize fish passage 
barrier remediation. The user manual for the tool was developed and reviewed, and the latest version of the 
model was tested with sample and test datasets. 

The Science and Data Committee initiated a pilot study to review benthic macroinvertebrate data, stream 
temperature data, and intrinsic potential data in the Eel River Basin in an effort to assign habitat quality 
values to barriers to inform the development of the Forum’s fish passage optimization tool, which will be 
available in 2015. After initial analysis, the Committee began investigating accelerating work by the 
NorWeST Regional Database and Modeled Stream Temperatures effort to assign stream temperature scores 
to stream networks rather than watershed polygons. Once the stream temperature network is complete, 
stream temperature scores can be used as surrogates for habitat quality in the fish passage optimization 
tool.  The same model may then be used to apply benthic mactoinvertebrate data to stream networks for use 
in further refining habitat quality estimates. 

A database technician was hired in 2014 to assist in the compilation and analysis of cost data that informs 
the optimization tool. 

PASSAGE ASSESSMENT DATABASE (PAD) 
A PAD data gap analysis began in 2014 with the goal of determining true crossings on anadromous streams 
and identifying where we have fish passage assessment data gaps. The results of the analysis will be used to 
help plan future assessment work. 

EFFECTIVENESS MONITORING PROTOCOLS 
The Science and Data Committee developed a scope of work to summarize the current extent of fish passage 
monitoring activities in California, investigate and gather representative fish passage monitoring protocols 
that are being used throughout the world, and propose a tiered fish passage monitoring protocol that will be 
used to monitor future fish passage projects in California. Deadline for submissions was December 31, 2014, 
and the contract will be awarded and deliverables produced in 2015. 

DATA REPORTING 
Summaries of PAD and CalFish were sent to the California Landscape Conservation Cooperative (CA LCC) for 
inclusion on their Climate Commons website. 
 
Coordinate and oversee reporting of relevant datasets to NFHP, including habitat assessment, completed 
habitat improvement projects, and other datasets as requested. 

• All 2014 California Fish Passage Forum FHP funded projects and significant activities were 
entered into the Accomplishments Module of the USFWS Fisheries Information System. 
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http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/media/forumclimatechangefinal.pdf
http://www.calfish.org/
http://climate.calcommons.org/


Additionally, specific performance measures (e.g., number and location of barriers removed, 
number of stream miles opened to fish passage) have been tracked and reported for each 
project. 

• Advice regarding the development and maintenance of PAD was provided to NFHP staff for use 
in their development of a nationwide passage assessment data system for inclusion in the 
NFHP Data System. 
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Finances 

SUMMARIZE FORUM COMMITTEE/WORKING GROUP FINANCIAL REQUESTS/NEEDS FOR 2013 
AND 2014 AND DEVELOP A BUDGET 
The Forum spent 2014 NFHP funds to support the Forum Coordinator and fund six projects that meet the 
Forum’s goals and objectives—Pinole Creek Fish Passage Project, Carpinteria Creek Fish Passage Project, 
Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project, Sharber-Peckham, Dinner Creek, and Kelly Gulch. 

MULTI-STATE CONSERVATION GRANTS 
The Forum decided not to form a nonprofit organization to seek future funds due to funding and time 
constraints of Forum signatory members and the decision by NFHP to create one umbrella nonprofit on 
behalf of all the fish habitat partnerships. The Forum applied for Multi-state Conservation funds in 2013 
with PMEP, and was successful.  

STATUS OF FORUM FUNDING IN 2014 

Funds expended to support remediation of fish passage barriers in 2014. Note: The Forum was able 
to support this many projects in 2014 because it was recognized as a Level 2 partnership through a 
new funding allocation process implemented by the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Pinole Creek Fish Passage Project ($40,000) 

Carpinteria Creek Fish Passage Project ($11,500) 

Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project ($18,600) 

Sharber-Peckham ($39,999) 

Dinner Creek ($40,000) 

Kelly Gulch ($12,899) 

In addition to supporting the six projects noted above, the Forum also provided financial support to 
maintain the coordinator position associated with the Forum. 

Forum Coordinator: $57,000 

The Forum received multi-state conservation grants in 2014, which were used to support database 
management of the Passage Assessment Database and Fish Passage Optimization Tool (APASS). 

$38,439 
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http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---pinole-creek-fish-passage-project
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---carpinteria-creek-fish-passage
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---salt-river-ecosystem-restoration-project
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---sharber-peckham
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---dinner-creek
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---kelly-gulch
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---pinole-creek-fish-passage-project
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---carpinteria-creek-fish-passage
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---salt-river-ecosystem-restoration-project
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---sharber-peckham
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---dinner-creek
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/2014---kelly-gulch


Outreach and Education 

10 WATERS TO WATCH  
The Forum nominated the Eel River 
Delta as a 10 Waters to Watch in 2014. 

EEL RIVER DELTA OUTREACH EVENT 
In September of 2014, the Forum quad-
hosted the Eel River Delta event, 
convening landowners, stakeholders, 
nonprofit organizations, tribal sovereign 
nations, and local, state, and federal 
agency representatives to discuss the 
successes and challenges of restoring 
habitat in the working landscape of the 
Eel River Delta. 

NFHP-FUNDED PROJECT 
REPORTING 
Members updated the project reporting 
form for projects funded by the 
Forum/NFHP. 

FORUM WEBSITE 
Members maintained the Forum’s website, adding a page, “Why is Fish Passage Barrier Removal 
Important?” describing the benefits in three categories—fisheries health, ecosystem function, and 
economics. 

COASTAL FISH HABITAT PARTNERSHIPS 
The Forum coordinator served as a lead coordinator for the national coastal fish habitat partnerships, 
convening members via conference call, summarizing meeting minutes, and coordinating the development 
of a quarterly newsletter. 

FISH PASSAGE PROJECT CASE STUDIES 
The Forum provided examples of fish passage projects by type on the Forum website. Click on Projects 
menu tab, and the submenu, “Examples of Fish Passage Projects by Type.” 
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http://fishhabitat.org/content/eel-river-delta-california-0
http://fishhabitat.org/content/eel-river-delta-california-0
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/why-is-fish-passage-barrier-removal-important
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/why-is-fish-passage-barrier-removal-important
http://www.cafishpassageforum.org/


Forum Administration 

UPDATE FORUM MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
Forum members revised the Forum MOU, and all members are scheduled to sign in early 2015. 

FORUM MEMBERSHIP 
The Forum added American Rivers as a signatory to the Forum MOU. 

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK AND FORUM BYLAWS 
Forum members updated the strategic framework in July of 2014, and amended Forum bylaws in July of 
2014. 
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